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THE  PARK 

Rock  Cut  State  Park,  in  Winnebago  County  about 
six  miles  northeast  of  Rockford,  is  in  an  area  of 
rolling,  scenic  land.  The  park’s  prominent  feature 
is  Pierce  Lake,  along  with  a  variety  of  recreational 
facilities  for  the  visitor. 

The  Illinois  Department  of  Conservation  first  ac¬ 
quired  13  acres  here  in  1957  and,  after  improve¬ 
ments  were  made,  Rock  Cut  State  Park  was  dedi¬ 
cated  in  1962.  In  1986,  Roland  and  Gladys  Olson 
donated  a  portion  of  350  acres  to  the  Department 
as  the  Olson  Annex.  Total  park  acreage  is  3092 
acres  with  this  new  acquisition. 

THE  LAKE 

Pierce  Lake  is  named  for  the  Honorable  William 
Pierce  of  Rockford  who  served  in  the  Illinois 
Legislature  as  Representative  from  the  10th 
Legislative  District  (Ogle  and  Winnebago  coun¬ 
ties).  He  proposed  the  first  land  acquisition  for 
the  park  in  1955. 

The  lake  began  filling  with  the  construction  of  a 
46-foot  dam  and  spillway  across  Willow  Creek  in 
April,  1962,  and  covers  an  area  of  slightly  over 
162  acres  with  a  four  mile  shoreline.  The  average 
depth  is  12.5  feet  and  the  maximum  depth  is  36 
feet. 

HISTORY 

The  first  stage  coach  operated  in  this  area  was  by 
Frink,  Walker  and  Company.  It  ran  from  Chicago 
to  Galena  and  the  wagons  forded  the  deep  Rock 
River  near  the  state  park,  at  a  place  which  there¬ 
after  came  to  be  known  as  Rockford. 

A  waystation  located  in  the  north  portion  of  the 
park  stood  for  over  100  years.  The  old  tavern, 
constructed  of  solid  walnut  from  the  trees  in  the 
area,  was  operated  in  the  1830’s  and  accommo¬ 
dated  many  who  were  on  their  way  west.  The  orig¬ 
inal  land  grant  for  this  area  was  made  in  1847 
under  Zachary  Taylor  and  went  to  the  Rumblehart 
farm. 

Why  Rock  Cut?  Tradition  has  it  that  the  name 
Rock  Cut  may  have  started  during  the  days  of 
rock  quarrying  operations  near  the  park.  For  sev¬ 
eral  months  in  1859,  engineers  worked  to  blast  a 
“cut”  through  solid  rock  to  provide  a  suitable 
roadbed  for  the  Kenosha  Railroad. 

In  those  days  this  was  considered  a  magnificent 
piece  of  engineering.  People  came  from  miles 
around  to  watch  the  blasting  operations  and  then 
to  report  on  the  progress  of  the  work  when  they 
returned  home. 


The  railroad  eventually  became  part  of  the 
Chicago  and  northwestern  line  and  continued  to 
operate  for  many  years.  It  also  played  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  in  transporting  pioneers  and  most  of 
their  possessions  west.  The  old  railroad  bed  is 
now  almost  covered  by  the  waters  of  Peirce  Lake, 
but  parts  still  remain  visible  along  Willow  Creek 
below  the  spillway. 

THE  NATURAL  SCENE 

A  variety  of  plant  and  animal  life  may  be  seen  in 
the  park.  Some  of  the  animals  include  deer,  mus¬ 
krat,  squirrel  (fox  and  gray),  woodchuck,  beaver, 
fox,  opossum  and  raccoon.  Bird  watchers  will 
find  good  viewing  here  as  many  different  species 
visit  the  area.  These  birds  sing  their  songs  from 
such  trees  as  hickory,  black  walnut,  white  pine, 
red  and  white  oak,  hackberry,  spruce,  cedar,  wild 
plum  and  cherry.  Within  the  park,  over  100 
species  of  wild  flowers  bloom  throughout  the 
year. 

FACILITIES 

Picnicking  —  Five  picnic  areas  are  scattered 
around  the  lake  and  in  the  park.  Tables,  outdoor 
stoves,  drinking  water,  toilets  and  playground 
equipment  are  available.  A  concession  stand  is 
located  in  the  boat  launch  area. 

Camping  — The  park  has  212  Class  “A”  sites  that 
have  electricity  and  gravel  pads.  The  Hickory 
Hills  campground  contains  60  Class  “B”  sites. 
The  camping  facilities  provide  water,  dump  sta¬ 
tions,  shower  building,  playground  equipment, 
outdoor  toilets,  and  a  boat  launch.  A  youth  group 
area  is  available;  advance  notification  is  recom¬ 
mended.  An  equestrian  camping  area  is  also  av¬ 
ailable  and  is  located  on  Hart  Road.  Equestrian 
camping  restricted  to  this  area  only.  Groups  of 
over  25  persons  must  have  advance  permission 
to  enter  the  park.  All  campers  need  a  permit  from 
the  park  staff,  who  will  assign  an  area. 

Trails  —  An  extensive  multi-use  system  of  trails 
can  be  found  at  Rock  Cut.  The  main  hiking/cross 
country  ski  trail  that  circles  Pierce  Lake  is  4.25 
miles.  The  Rock  Cut  hiking/cross  country  ski  trail 
is  6.11  miles.  All  trails  are  clearly  identified  and 
marked.  Access  to  additional  hiking/ski  trails  can 
be  gained  from  the  parking  lots  or  the  Pierce 
Lake  Trail.  The  equestrian  trail  starts  from  the 
equestrian  campground  and  circles  throughout 
the  northwest  and  southwest  section  of  the  park. 
Equestrian  trails  are  closed  from  Nov.  1  -  April  15. 
During  the  closed  season  for  equestrians,  the 
trail  system  is  open  for  dog-sled,  snowmobile  use 
and  also  dog  tracking  and  mountain  bicycle  ac- 


tivity.  The  equestrain/snowmobile  trail  system  is 
clearly  signed  and  activity  is  restricted  to  the  des¬ 
ignated  trails.  Snowmobile  and  ski  trails  are 
groomed  when  conditions  permit.  Trail  maps  are 
available  at  the  concession  stand  or  the  park  of¬ 
fice. 

Winter  Sports  —  Ice  skating  and  ice  fishing  are 

available.  Cross  country  ski  trails  are  available 
and  ski  rental  is  offered  at  the  park  concession  on 
weekends.  For  further  information  on  ski  rental 
contact  the  concession  at  815/885-3722.  Snow- 
mobiling  is  allowed  on  designated  snowmobile 
trails  when  there  is  a  base  of  at  least  four  inches 
of  snow.  The  annual  Rock  Cut  Winter  Carnival  is 
scheduled  each  winter  and  offers  a  variety  of 
winter  sports,  demonstrations,  displays  and  ac¬ 
tivities  for  the  winter  enthusiast. 

Handicapped  Accessible  Facilities  —  A  hand¬ 
icapped  fishing  pier  with  nearby  parking  lot  is  av¬ 
ailable,  along  with  outdoor  privies.  The  camp¬ 
ground  has  a  shower  building  with  flush  toilets 
and  showers  that  are  accessible.  Parking  spaces 
for  the  handicapped  are  located  in  all  parking 
lots  in  the  park.  The  Lions  Club  Day  Use  Area  is 
totally  handicapped  accessible.  This  area  has 
been  developed  through  donation  by  the  area 
Lions  Club.  This  area  features  a  covered  fishing 
pier,  paved  walkways,  toilets,  a  picnic  shelter 
with  electricity,  and  water. 

Fishing  and  Boating  —  Pierce  Lake  is  stocked 

with  largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  redear  sunfish, 
channel  catfish,  bullheads,  northern  pike,  and 
Muskellunge.  Boat  rentals  are  available,  along 
with  docks  and  two  launching  ramps.  There  is  no 
launching  fee.  The  motor  limit  is  10  h.p.  Swim¬ 
ming  is  not  permitted. 

Please — This  park  is  for  all  to  enjoy  so  help  keep 
it  clean.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  trash  container. 
No  plants  or  parts  of  any  tree  may  be  removed  or 
damaged.  If  you  have  a  question  or  need  help, 
contact  the  park  staff. 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from  the 
site  superintendent  has  been  obtained  to  use  the 
facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors  must  have 
adequate  supervision  and  at  least  one  responsi¬ 
ble  adult  must  accompany  each  group  of  15 
minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 
every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
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StarvbS  Rock,  Pere  Marquette  and  Giant  City; 
White  Pines  Forest  has  cabins  and  dining  rooms 
only.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be  made 
with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  year  round,  except  on 
Chirstmas  Day  and  New  Year’s  Day.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
roads  during  freezing  orthawing  periods,  access 
to  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Site 
Superintendent,  7318  Harlem  Road,  Caledonia, 
61011,  phone  815/885-3311.  For  information  on 
other  Illinois  sites,  write  the  Department  of  Con¬ 
servation,  524  S.  Second  St.,  Springfield,  Illinois 
62706. 
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